
Torrance Daily Breeze - 07/25/2021 Page : A03

July 25, 2021 7:34 am (GMT -7:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

By Robin Pittman
Rpittman@TBRnews.com

South Bay and Long Beach nonprof-
its combined to receive more than half 
a million dollars in arts grants from 
the Los Angeles County Department 
of Arts and Culture.

That county department recently 
announced its 2021-22 recipients for 
its Organizational Grant Program for 
nonprofit arts organizations. Overall, 
the program allocated $4.5 million 
in two-year grants to 231 nonprofits 
countywide. The nonprofits vary in 
size and mission. Some provide arts 
education and others put on plays. 
Dance troupes and museums received 
money, as did music associations.

South Bay and Long Beach non-
profits received $511,000 total. The 
Los Angeles Clarinet Choir, in Re-
dondo Beach, received the smallest 
amount, $1,500, and Long Beach’s Mu-
sical Theatre West received the most 
— $40,800.

The Clarinet Choir will spend its 
money, according to the Organiza-
tional Grant Program list, on contin-
ued funding for co-artistic directors, 

venue rental costs and commission-
ing new work. Musical Theatre West 
will spend its money on a new tick-
eting system and two new positions, 
a box-office assistant manager and a 
marketing director.

Long Beach had six fewer nonprof-
its represented on the list of grant re-
cipients than the South Bay — 17 for 
the latter and 11 for the former. But 
the $261,000 the county awarded to 

L.A. COUNTY ARTS DEPARTMENT GRANTS
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Palos Verdes Art Center is just one of the South Bay nonprofits that received an 
arts grants from the Los Angeles County Department of Arts and Culture.

 CAUGHT IN THE MOMENT PHOTOGRAPHY

Long Beach’s Musical Theatre West received $40,800�from the Los Angeles County Department of Arts and Culture’s 
Organizational Grant Program. 

The Rolling Stones will 
be back in Southern Cali-
fornia on Oct. 17 for a con-

cert at the new 
SoFi Stadium 
in Inglewood, 
resuming the 
pre-coronavi-
rus “No Filter” 
Tour that took 
them to Pas-
adena’s Rose 
Bowl in Au-
gust 2019.

But I’m here to look back 
at the Rolling Stones of 55 
years ago, when the quin-
tet probably all smoked cig-
arettes — no filter — and 
played concerts in small 

halls, not stadiums with 
100,000 seats.

Famously, the British 
band began its first Amer-
ican tour at Swing Audito-
rium on the Orange Show 
fairgrounds in San Ber-
nardino. Why? They had a 
small fan base in the city 
thanks to champions at 
KMEN-AM, which spon-
sored the concert.

“The first show we did in 
America was at the Swing 
Auditorium in San Ber-
nardino, California,” gui-
tarist Keith Richards wrote 
in his 2010 memoir, “Life.” 
“Bobby Goldsboro, who 

SAN BERNARDINO

Stones concert in 1966 would be ‘last time’ here
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The Rolling Stones are seen in November 1966, four 
months after their San Bernardino concert. Another shot 
from the same session was used as the cover for the 
group’s album “Between The Buttons.” 

By Kevin Smith
kvsmith@scng.com

German discount grocer Aldi 
will have a grand opening Thurs-
day for its first Torrance store as 
the company looks to add 100 ad-
ditional U.S. locations this year.

With inflation rising, consum-
ers likely will welcome the com-
pany’s expansion. The Consumer 
Price Index for June showed food 
prices were up by 0.8%, a bigger 
increase than the 0.4% increase 

reported for May, according to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Fueled by pandemic-related 
supply logjams, rising COVID-19 
infection rates among agricul-
tural workers and increased 
product demand, food prices are 
expected to keep climbing.

But shoppers can save big at 
Aldi, according to Burt Flick-
inger III, managing director for 
the retail consulting company 
Strategic Resource Group.

“A family of five in Califor-

nia could save $3,000 to $5,000 
a year shopping at Aldi versus 
typical supermarkets,” Flickinger 
said. “And they could still save up 
to $1,500 a year compared to Tar-
get and Walmart supercenters.”

The company said its expan-
sion will target California, Ari-
zona, Florida and the Northeast. 
It declined to reveal where future 
Southland stores will be.

Aldi also continues to boost 
its e-commerce presence, and 
it plans to expand curbside gro-
cery pickup service to 500 more 
stores, bringing the total num-
ber of curbside locations to more 

SUPERMARKETS

Aldi is opening first Torrance store
German 
discount 
grocer Aldi 
will conduct a 
grand opening 
for its first 
Torrance store 
Thursday as 
the company 
looks to add 
100�additional 
U.S. locations 
this year.
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The discount grocery chain aims to expand its 
operations with 100 additional stores this year
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nonprofits get over $50K

GRANTS » PAGE 14

Survey says looks at various rankings and 
scorecards judging geographic locations, not-
ing these grades are best seen as a mix of art 
and data.

Buzz: California cities 
ranked poorly in one often-dis-
cussed livability scorecard.

Source: U.S. News & World 
Report’s annual “best places to 
live” ranking combines mea-
surements of the 150 largest 
metropolitan areas for jobs, 
value, quality of life, popular-
ity and migration trends

Topline
My trusty spreadsheet tells me the 14 Cali-

fornia metros graded for 2021 got an average 
No. 115 ranking out of 150, with all but two 
ranked 97th or worse. These Golden State cit-
ies averaged 69th place for quality of life. But 
to no surprise, the state’s high cost of living 
dragged down results, with the 14 averaging 
137th for value.

Now let’s compare California with Flor-
ida, where 14 cities in the Sunshine State got 
an average No.�48 ranking (40th in quality, 
116th in value). Or Texas, with 10 cities aver-
aging a No. 93 ranking (82nd in quality, 86th 
in value).

The remaining 112 cities from outside these 
three big states averaged 72nd overall: 76th in 
quality, 59th in value.

Details
Here’s how the 14 California metros fared 

in this rankings, highlighting quality of life 
and value:

15. San Francisco: 44th-best score of 150 for 
quality of life, and the 130th-highest for value

36. San Jose: No. 4 for quality, No. 121 for 
value

97. San Diego: No. 8 for quality, No. 146 for 
value

98. Sacramento: No. 66 for quality, No. 130 
for value

115. Santa Barbara: No.�6 for quality, No. 
146 for value

121. Santa Rosa: No. 8 for quality, No. 142 

LIVABILITY REPORT

California 
cities rank 
low on this 
scorecard

By City News Service

HAWTHORNE » NASA announced Friday that 
it has awarded Hawthorne-based SpaceX a 
$178�million contract to launch the first mission 
aimed at conducting detailed investigations of 
Jupiter’s icy moon Europa, including a search for 
potentially life-supporting water.

SpaceX is expected to employ its Falcon Heavy 
rocket to launch the Europa Clipper mission from 
Cape Canaveral in Florida, with the launch an-
ticipated in October 2024.

Managed by Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pas-
adena/La Cañada Flintridge, the Europa Clipper 
mission will employ an array of scientific tools to 
determine whether the Jupiter moon has condi-
tions suitable for life.

Scientists long have theorized that Europa has 
a vast salty ocean beneath its icy surface, poten-
tially with more water than all of Earth’s oceans 
combined. The presence of water is an essential 
element of life.

The Clipper mission collect high-resolution im-
ages of Europa’s surface, determine its composi-
tion, while also searching for signs of geological 
activity. It also will measure the thickness of its 

SPACE

SpaceX wins NASA 
deal to launch JPL’s 
mission to Jupiter

LANSNER » PAGE 14

SPACEX » PAGE 14

LOCAL NEWS
»    dailybreeze.comSunday, July 25, 2021 » MORE AT FACEBOOK.COM/DAILYBREEZE  AND TWITTER.COM/DAILYBREEZENEWS

A3

 



Torrance Daily Breeze - 07/25/2021 Page : A14

July 25, 2021 7:34 am (GMT -7:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

than 1,200.
“We are excited to open 

our first Aldi location in 
Torrance,” Tom Cindel, the 
retail chain’s group director 
of operations and logistics, 
said in a statement.

Aldi offers a wide range 
of fresh foods and easy-to-
prepare options, many of 
which are under the com-
pany’s own private-label 
brands.

A ribbon-cutting for the 
12,000-square-foot Tor-
rance store, at 24610 Cren-
shaw Blvd., will occur at 
8:30 a.m. Thursday. The 
new store boosts the com-

pany’s California count to 
83. Each Aldi location typi-
cally employs 15 to 20 work-
ers.

Aldi has held the title 
of “value leader” among 
U.S. grocery stores for 10 
years running, according 
to the latest Market Force 
Information U.S. Gro-
cery Competitive Study, 
and the past four years 

it has been ranked No. 1 
for value pricing, accord-
ing to the Dunnhumby 
Retailer Preference Index 
Report.

With pantry prices still 
rising, Aldi is well-posi-
tioned to snag more busi-
ness.

“I think food prices are 
going to continue to in-
crease for probably a good 

year, year and a half,” Phil 
Lempert, founder of Super-
marketGuro.com, said in a 
recent interview with NBC 
News Digital. “Our costs are 
going to go up for food pro-
duction.”

Flickinger said Aldi’s 
business strategy focuses 
on efficiency.

“They know all of their 
commodity costs and they 

have quarterly meetings 
with their vendors on how 
to mutually reduce costs,” 
he said.

With more than 2,000 
stores in 37 states, Aldi 
is on track to become the 
third-largest U.S. grocery 
retailer by store count 
by the end of 2022, rank-
ing behind Kroger and 
Walmart.

Aldi
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taught me the Jimmy Reed 
lick, was on the show, 
and the Chiffons.” (Know-
ing who the warm-up acts 
were plugs a historical 
gap, by the way.)

That June 5, 1964, con-
cert was a wild success, 
particularly during the 
song “Route 66.” When 
the Stones got to the line 
about “Kingman, Bar-
stow, San Bernardino,” 
bedlam ensued.

The rest of the tour 
was a virtual flop in front 
of uncomprehending or 
hostile audiences.

“Only in San Ber-
nardino did the audience 
react anything like the 
crowds the Stones were 
used to drawing in Eng-
land,” John Morthland re-
flected in The Sun two 
years later about that 
concert.

The Stones did not for-
get their warm recep-
tion. They returned to the 
Swing on Oct. 31, 1964, 
and again May 15, 1965, 
even as their profile be-
gan to rise.

And on July 24, 1966, 
they returned to the 
Swing for the fourth and 
final time.

Let me set the scene.
The band had released 

its sixth U.S. album, “Af-
termath,” on July 2, with 
such future classics as 
“Paint It Black” and “Un-
der My Thumb,” and 
started a tour of the U.S. 
and Canada on June 24.

After a tour stop in 
Utah the night before, 
the band had an unusual 
schedule for July 24: a 2 
p.m. concert in San Ber-
nardino, followed by con-
certs in Bakersfield at 
both 7 and 9 p.m. (The 
next night, they head-
lined at the Hollywood 
Bowl.)

I don’t know why they 
played a matinee in Ber-
doo, but it’s easy to imag-
ine the Stones squeezing 
the city into their itiner-
ary out of sentiment — 
not an emotion we tend 

to associate with Mick 
Jagger and Co.

The Swing show was 
announced only days 
earlier, with tickets 
available at the Orange 
Show box office, KMEN 
studios and Gillette’s Re-
cords in Riverside, ac-
cording to the concert 
ad. A balcony ticket was 
$4, and a f loor seat for 
the big spenders was 
probably $5. (At SoFi, a 
five-spot might get you a 
bottle of water.)

That day at the Swing, 
the opening acts were 
the McCoys (“Hang On, 
Sloopy”), the Standells 
(“Dirty Water”) and the 
Tradewinds (“New York’s 
a Lonely Town”). Then 

came the Stones: Jagger, 
Richards, Brian Jones, 
Bill Wyman and Charlie 
Watts.

Morthland, a Sun staff 
writer who became a pi-
oneering writer for Roll-
ing Stone magazine, was 
there, just as with the 
previous concerts. He’d 
even interviewed the 
band backstage in 1964 
as a high school student.

The headline for his 
next-day story in The Sun 
was “5,000 Engulf Rolling 
Stones,” with the overline 
heading “Frenzy at Swing 
Auditorium.”

“A predominantly teen-
age crowd of more than 
5,000 transferred Swing 
Auditorium into a virtual 

state of siege yesterday 
afternoon as they cried, 
screamed and waved at 
England’s Rolling Stones,” 
Morthland’s account be-
gan.

The crowd had been 
“worked into a frenzy” by 
the opening acts and the 
heat in the stifling audito-
rium, he wrote. When the 
Stones entered, “The au-
dience left its seats and 
engulfed the stage en 
masse,” leading police of-
ficers to form a human 
chain across the stage’s 
width to hold them back.

At various points during 
the set, girls were carried 
off the stage. Some hugged 
band members. Some 
fainted. Others cried.

“A boy who had bro-
ken through the line 
grabbed Jagger’s tambou-
rine,” Morthland wrote, 
“but two police officers 
brought him down and 
recovered the instru-
ment.”

Spare the tambourine, 
spoil the child.

David McElroy of Riv-
erside was there. “The 
sound was super and 
my seat was in the 10th 
row, center stage. Every-
one stood on their chairs 
the whole show,” he told 
me by email. “It was just 
luck that I was there. My 
former roommate bought 
four tickets and two peo-
ple canceled on him at 
the last minute.”

Meanwhile, Norm 
Cerswell of Alta Loma 
emailed two years ago to 
admit that though he’d 
seen the Stones their first 
time at Swing, he missed 
this show — despite be-
ing on the Orange Show 
grounds at the time. He 
was attending an event at 
the Kaiser Dome instead. 
“My friend Dave McElhin-
ney never let me live that 
one down,” a rueful Cer-
swell said.

The Stones performed 
only eight songs: “Not 
Fade Away,” “The Last 
Time,” “Paint It Black,” 
“Lady Jane,” “Mother’s 
Little Helper,” “Get Off 
My Cloud,” “19th Nervous 
Breakdown” and “(I Can’t 
Get No) Satisfaction.”

Hours later, they’d be 
doing the exact same 
setlist in Bakersfield, 
twice, for an early show 
and a late show. Jagger, 
Richards and Watts, still 

part of the present-day 
Stones, thankfully had 
no way of knowing they’d 
still be together into their 
70s and playing many of 
these songs. It might have 
depressed the lads.

Was the Swing concert 
any good? Hard to say.

“At no time during the 
concert was Jagger’s voice 
audible above the din,” 
Morthland wrote. “The 
only way to distinguish 
which song they were 
playing was by recogniz-
ing the guitar sounds.”

Just like the Bea-
tles, who couldn’t hear 
themselves play over the 
screaming. But the Stones 
performed calmly, as if 
nothing were amiss. At 
the end, they suddenly 
dropped their instru-
ments and bolted for the 
exit, and a waiting vehi-
cle, to elude the mob of 
shrieking fans.

Morthland asked how 
many fans had fainted 
and needed to be revived.

A cop held up an am-
monia capsule and re-
plied, “I don’t know, but 
I started out with 10 of 
these and I’ve only got 
one left.”

If fans had foreseen 
that the Stones would 
never return to the 
Swing, officers might’ve 
needed 5,000 ammonia 
capsules.

David Allen writes 
Sunday, Wednesday 
and Friday, then faints. 
Email dallen@scng.com, 
phone 909-483-9339, like 
davidallencolumnist on 
Facebook and follow @
davidallen909 on Twitter.

Allen
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LEFT: This ad 
appeared in the 
San Bernardino Sun 
on July 20, 1966. 
Tickets were $4�and 
$5. 
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RIGHT: Candy 
Wilkinson bought 
a balcony ticket for 
the Stones concert 
and has held onto it 
for more than half a 
century. 

COURTESY OF CANDY 
WILKINSON

Long Beach nonprofits 
was $12,200 more than the 
South Bay groups combined.

And five Long Beach 
nonprofits received at least 
$30,000, compared with 
one in the South Bay. Be-
sides Musical Theatre 
West, the Long Beach Sym-
phony Association received 
$31,700, Long Beach Opera 
got $36,000, Public Corp. 
for the Arts for the City 
of Long Beach received 
$36,500 and Long Beach 
Museum of Art Foundation 
was given $40,700.

The Palos Verdes Art 
Center, in Rancho Palos 
Verdes, received $37,700. 
The next highest grant was 
$29,500, which the county 

awarded to American Youth 
Symphony in El Segundo.

The 15 other South Bay 
nonprofits to receive money 
are:

• Afro-American Chamber 
Music Society Orchestra, in 
Inglewood, $4,400
• Arts District/San Pedro 
Waterfront, $8,500

• Artlab21 Foundation, in El 
Segundo, $19,600
• Beach Cities Symphony 
Association, in Torrance, 
$9,300
• Culture Shock Los Ange-
les Dance Troupe, in San 
Pedro, $15,400
• Fantasia Family Music, in 
Redondo Beach, $13,100
• Guitars Antiqua Mu-
sic Program, in Torrance, 
$3,300
• Kenneth Walker Dance 
Project, in Lomita, $3,200
• Kings and Clowns, Inc., in 
Hawthorne, $15,800
• Matsutoyo Kai, in Gar-
dena, $9,200
• Peninsula Symphony As-
sociation, on the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula, $13,100
• Puttin’ On Productions 
Corp., in Manhattan Beach, 
$18,600
• San Pedro City Ballet, 
$14,900

• Shakespeare by the Sea, in 
San Pedro, $20,600
• SoLA Contemporary, 
in Rancho Palos Verdes, 
$11,700
The six other Long Beach 
nonprofits to which the 
county awarded money are:
• Act Out Theatre Company, 
$8,100
• Kontrapunktus Neo-Ba-
roque Chamber Orchestra, 
$8,400
• Long Beach Chorale 
and Chamber Orchestra, 
$13,000
• Long Beach Community 
Players, $20,900
• Pony Box Dance Theatre, 
$14,100
• Southern California Brass 
Consortium, $11,400

A group of 75 experts, cu-
rators and educators evalu-
ated the nonprofits’ applica-
tions and recommended to 
the county Arts Commission 

which ones should get money. 
The commission re-

viewed those recommen-
dations, and the Board 
of Supervisors ultimately 
approved the grants.

The Organizational 
Grant Program has helped 
strengthen art organiza-
tions in the county since the 
1940s, Board of Supervisors 
Chair Hilda Solis said in a 
news release.

“Today, this program is 
critical to helping the local 
arts ecosystem thrive,” So-
lis said, “through the inclu-
sion of arts organizations 
that exemplify culture, tra-
ditions and artistic creativ-
ity that celebrate the diver-
sity of this county.”

A complete list of OGP re-
cipients is at lacountyarts.
org/funding/organizational-
grant-program/about-ogp/
grantees.

Grants
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PALOS VERDES ART CENTER

Annie Appel’s photography “Mexico Journeys — Carmelita” 
is one piece on exhibit this weekend at the reopening of the 
Palos Verdes Art Center.

for value
126. Five-county South-

ern California, or the Los 
Angeles metro: No. 74 for 
quality, No. 148 for value

135. Vallejo/Fair-
field: No. 128 for quality, 
No.�140 for value

136. Fresno: No. 98 for 
quality, No. 137 for value

141. Salinas: No. 20 for 
quality, No. 145 for value

146. Modesto: No. 128 

for quality, No. 134 for 
value

147. Stockton: No. 147 

for quality, No. 134 for 
value

148. Bakersfield: 

No.�146 for quality, No. 
130 for value

149. Visalia: No. 82 for 
quality, No. 141 for value

Caveat
Every scorecard uses a 

different scale to weigh 
the best region.

So when the Niche web-
site ranked 231 U.S. cit-
ies as placed to live, Cal-
ifornia had five with an 
A-plus grade — Irvine, 
Torrance, San Francisco, 
Berkeley and Sunnyvale. 
Texas had three; Florida 
had none.

But Niche also gave 
three California cities its 
lowest C-minus grade: On-
tario, Salinas and Victor-
ville, versus zero in Flor-
ida and Texas.

Bottom line
So where are the best 

metros, by U.S. News 
math? 

Boulder, Colorado; 
then Raleigh-Durham, 
North Carolina; Hunts-
ville, Alabma; Fayette-
ville, Arkansas; and Aus-
tin, Texas. These are de-
cidedly smaller cities 

with a heavy Southern 
accent.

Quotable
“The ability to afford 

to live comfortably is 
of gross importance to 
many, and the cost of liv-
ing is a major consider-
ation when people weigh 
the possibility of moving 
to a new metro area,” U.S. 
News wrote.

Jonathan Lansner is 
the business columnist. 
He can be reached at 
jlansner@scng.com.

Lansner
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icy surface and employ ice-
penetrating radar to search 
for subsurface water.

SpaceX has been paving 
the way to more ambitious 
space travel in recent years.

In May, SpaceX pulled 
off a mostly flawless land-

ing of its newest and big-
gest rocket as the model’s 
fifth test flight opened the 
door to higher-altitude ex-
cursions.

The Starship SN-15 proto-
type lifted off from a seaside 
launch pad in Boca Chica, 
Texas. The rocket flew to an 
altitude of about 6.2 miles 
before a controlled descent, 
based on live video streamed 
by the company. The landing 

was marred only by a small 
fire at the bottom of the ve-
hicle that was extinguished 
after a few minutes.

The milestone achieve-
ment paves the way for 
more adventuresome tests 
of a rocket that SpaceX 
founder Elon Musk envi-
sions as a future workhorse 
for trips to the moon and 
Mars. NASA recently picked 
SpaceX to develop a moon-

landing system for astro-
nauts with Starship.

JPL has logged impres-
sive achievements of its 
own recently.

In April, a 4-pound drone 
called Ingenuity became 
the first helicopter to soar 
on Mars.

Also, JPL and Caltech re-
searchers said last month 
they want to further test the 
use of high-altitude balloons 

— like two used in California 
after a series of earthquakes 
about two years ago — to de-
termine if they could be uti-
lized to study seismic activ-
ity on Venus.

Instruments attached to 
one of two “heliotrope” bal-
loons detected a low-fre-
quency acoustic vibration 
wash over it as a result of 
a 4.2 magnitude aftershock 
in July 2019, with scientists 

subsequently confirming 
that they had detected a nat-
urally occurring earthquake 
from a balloon-borne instru-
ment for the first time, ac-
cording to researchers.

Researchers deployed the 
balloons with a goal of test-
ing the technology for fur-
ther applications on Venus.

The Associated Press 
contributed to this report. 

SpaceX
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DAVID CRANE — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Santa Monica. U.S. News & World Report’s “best places to 
live” ranked L.A. metro area 74th in quality, 148th in value.
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